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Useful Contacts :

Beaver Leader:
Alison Lowe   alison.lowe@tiscali.co.uk Tel 535898

Cub Leader :
Martyn Pilley   martyn.pilley@btinternet.com Tel 530272

Scout Leadership via:
Andrew Chalklen    andrew.chalklen@tiscali.co.uk Tel 534070

Explorer Leader:
Ninian Bowman   ninianbowman@hotmail.com Tel 532078

Group Scout Leader:
Roger Pacey   roger.pacey@lineone.net Tel 532436

Exec Committee Chairman:
Dave Davenport    ddavenpo@cisco.com Tel 534914

Cubs Report :

Our Pack is, as usual, operating at capacity with 34 Cubs, although we will
have a few spaces available to current Year 3 children from September. Our
Cubs continue to work towards their Chief Scout’s Silver Award with this term
also taking in the Map Reader, Navigator and Athlete badges.

The Cubs have also been introduced to some traditional scouting skills such as
knotting, pioneering, tracking, miniature cooking and wide games. We have
visited Coventry police station and Birmingham Airport, and competed in the
district quiz, which we won, and swimming gala, coming 2nd. We are about to
embark on our annual weekend camp at Rough Close.

Dear Parents,

This is the first of our Newsletters to all parents of Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers involved in our overall group – 2nd

Balsall Common Scout Group and Galileo Explorers.

The purpose of this newsletter is to give everyone a taste of
the many activities going on in the Group and update them on
any news. It has been put together by the Group ‘Exec’
(Executive Committee ) which is an ‘over seeing’ committee
made up of volunteer parents and the Leaders.

We would very much appreciate any feedback on this
Newsletter or any other group matters. Please see, call or
email any one of us as listed .

Dates For your Diary:

Next Exec Meeting:
Monday 12 th July 8pm at Church Hall
Everyone welcome – let us know if you
are coming or just turn up ...

Group Day:
Sunday September 19 th Blackwell Court
All sections and parents are welcome
See your Leader for details
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Beavers Report:

We have two Beaver Colonies called Mercury and Mars. They
continue to enjoy a fun and varied programme, designed to
achieve activity and challenge badges, and ultimately their
Chief Scout’s Bronze Award when they move into Cubs.

Over this year our activities have included an evening at
Lavender Hall Park with the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, Carol
Singing for Troop Aid, Hikes Away badge, Climbing,
Swimming Gala, District Beaver Sports and Fun Days and
we'll end with a meeting at Rough Close for games and
toasted marshmallows.

In July we say goodbye to two leaders Bryony (Hedgehog)
and Jo (Wolf). We thank them for their time and commitment
over the last few years.

Scouts Report:

Unfortunately it has been necessary to cancel Scout Camp this
summer, due to the lack of available Leaders. The older Scouts will
however still be able to attend Explorer Camp instead, later in the
summer.

Separate to this, the leaders have of course maintained an exciting
and varied programme as always, including hiking, camping, rifle
shooting, wide games at Rough Close, cooking, canoeing and not
forgetting that great perennial life skill - first aid.

Explorers Report:

The Explorer Unit is now nearing its 4th year in operation and going
from strength to strength. It has a varied and enjoyable programme
for its young people, including Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver
and Gold award scheme activities. This year we had our first very
prestigious Queen’s Scouts Award, presented at the St George’s
Day parade at Windsor Castle with Prince Charles in attendance no
less – no small achievement by any measure.

We also had lots of other activities as you may imagine, such as an
activity camp with climbing, sailing, mountain-biking, burn
scrambling and kayaking down the grade 2/3 rapids of the River
Awe ! This summer we will have a weekend camp at Biblins Ross-
on-Wye, and a summer camp in Derbyshire, plus we visited HMS
Belfast, the Tower of London and had a weekend away in Brighton
with Archery, Rifle shooting, First Aid courses and Cycling.

Plea For Leaders:

We currently have a serious shortage of Leaders , particularly in
Beavers and Scouts . To ensure we continue to offer all of the
activities and sections listed above, we desperately need some
more volunteers , to help us run everything you would expect.

If you would consider joining us, or know of someone who
might, please let one of us know and we will do the rest.
Previous experience not essential.

News Flash:

Roger will soon be taking up a new role as District Chairman. As part of this
change, Shirley Brookes will be taking over as our new Group Scout Leader. We
thank Roger for an amazing 23 years with the group and wish both Roger and
Shirley all the best in their new roles.


